
Medical Malpractice Delayed Or Missed

Diagnosis Cases
Delays in diagnosis can directly impact a patient’s chance of recovery and survival. The earlier an illness is correctly

diagnosed and treated, the better chance the patient has at recovery and survival.

The failure to diagnose health issues early can lead to more serious complications of the illness or even death.

Incorrect or delayed diagnosis of an illness can cause a doctor or other hospital personnel to fail to order necessary

tests, to order the wrong tests, to misinterpret test results, to fail to act on abnormal results, or to choose an incorrect

form of treatment or no treatment at all. If a doctor fails to identify a treatable health condition and the condition



became worse, the patient may have a medical malpractice claim for delayed diagnosis.

What Diagnoses Are Missed And Why?

One study found that cancer was the most commonly missed diagnosis. But patients with many types of illnesses

have reported a delay in diagnosis or a missed diagnosis.

There are several steps in the process of diagnosing an illness. In some cases, a proper diagnostic test is not

performed. Sometimes test results are not followed up adequately, or the doctor or nurse does not obtain adequate

information from the patient or perform an adequate physical examination. Also, doctors may incorrectly interpret

results.

When A Delayed Or Missed Diagnosis Becomes Malpractice

Doctors sometimes seem infallible, so we do not expect them to miss a diagnosis. When evaluating whether this kind

of mistake is reasonable, the law looks at the standard of care provided. If all other things are equal, including training

of doctors and the symptoms present, would other doctors have made the correct diagnosis?

Malpractice requires more than a doctor’s services falling below a standard of care. To recover damages for a

doctor’s failure to diagnose, you must be able to prove that you were injured as a result of this delay. An injury can be

many things, including the lost chance to address a cancer before it became inoperable or terminal.

At Martin & Jones, we frequently work with individuals and family members of individuals who lost the right to recover

from a sickness or disease because the condition was not caught in time. We are sensitive to how devastating these

mistakes are and to what they mean for the families. We cannot undo the mistakes that were made, but we can and do

hold negligent parties accountable. To discuss your situation with one of our skilled medical malpractice attorneys, call

us directly at 919-821-0005 or toll free at 800-662-1234, or reach us by email.  We have office locations in Raleigh,

Durham, and Wilmington North Carolina.

Settlements/Verdicts

(Cases and matters referenced do not represent our entire record. Each case is unique and must be evaluated on its

own merits. The outcome of a particular case cannot be predicated upon a lawyer’s or a law firm’s past results. Unless

otherwise specified, each of the following matters was contested on liability and/or damages, the opposing parties were

represented, the matters involved complex legal and/or factual issues, and the law firm was successful in collecting the
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amounts stated. Case summaries are from 2000 through the present.)

$1.76 MILLION SETTLEMENT REACHED OVER PATIENT’S DEATH FROM UNTREATED SEPSIS

A 36-year-old woman who worked as a CPA at a public university had been a long-time patient of a large multi-

specialty medical practice. She went to the primary care division and was seen by a physician who had not treated her

before.

MENINGITIS MISSED IN ER AND BY PEDIATRICIAN RESULTS IN $7.8 MILLION SETTLEMENT

Martin & Jones retained more than 20 of the foremost experts in pediatric infectious disease, neurology, radiology,

nephrology and emergency medicine to assist with the case of a little girl who suffered profound brain damage due to

meningitis which was undiagnosed, even though her mother repeatedly took her to the emergency room and her

pediatrician.

$1.775 MILLION SETTLEMENT FOR PARENTS OF GIRL WHO DIED IN HOSPITAL DUE TO DELAYED TRANSFER

A 4-year-old girl with a serious heart defect died because of a delay in transferring her from a local hospital to a major

medical center which was only two hours away. The little girl was in her local hospital for severe breathing problems

caused by her heart defect.

UNDIAGNOSED MENINGITIS LEADS TO DEATH OF LITTLE GIRL/PARENTS RECEIVE $1.35 MILLION
SETTLEMENT

A 2-week-old infant developed meningitis while hospitalized for dehydration. The meningitis went undiagnosed for

four days, leading to brain damage and ultimately death.

$4 MILLION SETTLEMENT FOR YOUNG WOMAN PARALYZED BY UNTREATED EPIDURAL INFECTION

A 29-year-old woman was admitted to the hospital with debilitating rheumatoid arthritis in all of her significant joints

that left her legs contracted at 90 degrees. Her orthopedic surgeon recommended bilateral knee replacements to

restore her ability to walk.
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