MARTIN & JONES

Attorneys at Law

Truck accidents in Raleigh and elsewhere around North Carolina have the potential to result in high-impact injuries or
catastrophic damages. When such accidents occur, victims often feel shaken and unsure about what to do next.
However, taking the wrong steps could negatively impact your ability to receive full compensation for injuries and
damages and could even jeopardize your well-being and life in general. Our Raleigh truck accident attorney offers this
brief guide that includes detailed steps to take immediately after a truck accident, as well as in the days and weeks

that follow.

Check for Injuries and Call 911

First, check yourself and your passengers for injuries, as well as those in the other vehicle(s). If anyone is injured, seek
medical help and call 911. If you are able to, move your car to the side of the road to help prevent additional accidents.

Also, turn on your hazard lights to alert other drivers.

Please note that some injuries are not immediately apparent but may manifest later as a medical emergency, so do

not hesitate to seek medical treatment as soon as possible if necessary.

Take Photos of the Accident Scene, If Possible

Use your phone to take pictures and videos of the accident scene, including vehicle damage, skid marks, road
conditions, and any visible injuries. This visual evidence can be crucial for your case. Collect contact and insurance
information from the truck driver and any other drivers involved. Note the truck’s license plate number, company

name, and any identifying numbers on the truck.

If there are any witnesses, ask for their contact information and a brief statement of what they saw. Witness
testimonies can be valuable evidence in supporting your claim. Do not admit fault or make any statements that

could be interpreted as admitting fault. Stick to the facts when speaking to the police and other drivers.

Seek Medical Attention and Keep All Injury-Related Documentation
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After leaving the scene, make an appointment with a healthcare provider for a thorough medical evaluation and abide
by your medical provider’'s recommendation. Keep all pertinent medical records, and be sure to note all medical

treatments, diagnoses, and expenses incurred as a result of the accident. You will need this for your claim.

Seek Legal Guidance from a Skilled Raleigh Truck Accident Attorney

Because truck injury claims can be challenging, there are several benefits to hiring an experienced accident lawyer in

Raleigh. A lawyer will know how to communicate with the truck driver, the insurer, and the truck fleet's legal counsel.

Most personal injury lawyers offer free initial consultations, so meet with an attorney to discuss your case and legal
options as soon as possible. Be sure to keep any evidence related to the accident, such as your medical bills, repair
estimates, and communications with insurance companies. Your lawyer will need to see these documents to develop

the best case based on the specifics of your case.

Gain an Understanding of the Relevant Laws

Under North Carolina’s contributory negligence laws, if it can be shown that you were responsible in any way for
causing the accident, you can be barred from financial recovery. This is why choosing the right attorney is so
important to your liability determination. Your attorney is going to work hard to show that you were not guilty of any
carelessness that contributed to your accident. Additionally, your attorney will present evidence, interview witnesses,

and use an accident reconstruction expert whose report will likely be used in litigation if you decide to go to court.

Insurance companies want you to think that a settlement is the best option for you; however, your attorney may

demonstrate that a more generous level of compensation is available to you.

Be Sure to Take All Damages Into Account to Get Maximum

Compensation

Consider all damages when filing your claim. Economic damages include medical expenses, lost wages, and property
damage. Keep detailed records of all these expenses related to the accident. Non-economic damages include pain
and suffering, emotional distress, and loss of enjoyment of life. Your lawyer can help quantify these damages. Be
prepared for the possibility of going to trial if a fair settlement cannot be reached. Your lawyer will represent you in

court if necessary.
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Also, as noted above, follow your healthcare provider's recommendations and participate in recommended
rehabilitation programs. Depending on the situation, you may want to consider obtaining counseling or mental health

services to help you through the emotional trauma that typically accompanies serious accidents.

Our Raleigh Truck Accident Attorney Can Help You Get Proper

Compensation

Being involved in a truck accident in Raleigh can be a life-altering event, but knowing what to do in the aftermath can
help protect your rights and facilitate your recovery. From ensuring immediate safety and seeking medical attention
to consulting a knowledgeable truck accident lawyer and understanding North Carolina’s contributory negligence law,
each step is crucial in navigating the complex landscape of truck accident claims. By following this guide, you can be
better prepared to handle the challenges that arise after a truck accident and work towards securing the

compensation and support you need for your recovery. Contact us to discuss the specifics of your case.
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